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Thames Estuary – Proposal for Marking the Copperas Channel & Discontinuance of the Gore Channel

Trinity House as the General Lighthouse Authority for England and Wales maintains the East Last and Hook Spit buoys in the Thames Estuary which mark a route through the Margate Sands joining the Gore and Horse Channels.

Following recent Trinity House and MCA Civil Hydrographic Programme surveys we consider that due to depth and width constraints, this channel is no longer practical to use or maintain.
Consideration is currently being given to the proposal that the present Gore Channel is discontinued and the Copperas Channel to the west of Margate Sands be marked with the East Last buoy being repositioned to the south of the Copperas Channel and renamed Reculver and the Hook Spit buoy moved to the west to mark the northern edge of the channel and renamed Copperas. 
The chartlet below highlights the proposed new buoy positions, the surveyed 1m contours in red and a buoy course line from the South Margate buoy in green.
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We are now seeking comments from those who navigate in the area on the use made of the existing channel and the proposal for now marking the Copperas Channel to the west of Margate Sands.  

Please write or e-mail your comments referring to the “Copperas Channel User Consultation” by 30th September 2011 to:

Navigation Directorate                                         E-mail:- navigation.directorate@thls.org 

Trinity House 

Trinity Square

London

EC3N 4DH

NAV 185124

Trinity House

30th June 2011
Distribution List:

Members of THUCC

Stuart Carruthers, Cruising Manager, Royal Yachting Association

Bruce Grant, Hon. Secretary, Conference of Yacht Cruising Clubs

David Balston, UK Chamber of Shipping 

Jim Hudson, National Federation of Fishermen’s Organisations

Tim Wellington, United Kingdom Hydrographic Office

Duncan Foster, C-in-C Fleet (MOD)

Harry Gale, Nautical Institute

Peter Bradley, Royal National Lifeboat Institution

Allan Graveson, NAUTILUS

Port & Harbour Authorities
Roy Stanbrook, Lower Harbour Master, Port of London Authority

Cathryn Spain, Harbour Master, Peel Ports Medway

Michael Wier, Harbour Master, Canterbury City Council

Captain Rob Brown, Harbour Master, Port of Ramsgate

Other Representative Organisations and Individuals

Honorary Secretary, Herne Bay Sailing Club

Colin Heywood, Cruising Association

Mr Peter Brooks, Senior Engineer, Canterbury City Council

Copied for Information

Keith Tatman, Safety of Navigation Brach, Maritime & Coastguard Agency

Kaimes Beasley, Dover Station Manager, Maritime & Coastguard Agency

David Darbyshire, Cruising Committee, Royal Yachting Association

Simon Millyard, Engineering & Operations Manager, Trinity House


Rob Dale, Buoy Manager, Trinity House

Vikki Gilson, Public Relations Manager, Trinity House






















